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Russia, Japan, and other significant world
powers, would it really make a difference
in how countries conduct their domestic
and foreign affairs?

I'm not naive. I know women leaders
are capable of some pretty harsh actions
against their own and others. Look at
Cleopatra, who over and over again
proved that she could be as wily as any
man, Women leaders make difficult de-
cisions during difficult times. But they
make those tough decisions within the
context of playing by the rules men have
made.

Would we still have civil wars (North-
ern Ireland, Sri Lanka) and inter-coun-
try wars (the Vietnam War, the Gulf War)
and Osama bin Laden if women were in
charge? Would we dismantle nuclear
weapons? Would countries actually sit
down and negotiate? Would we have a
strong and enduring peace pact between
Israel and Palestine? They're all questions
that may only be answered if the imag-
ined becomes reality. A look at past and
present female leaders who rule in a
male-dominated world shows us that
women can be just as calculating, ruth-
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ing to sail to the New World, there is no
doubt that she was also committed to win
the war games her country routinely
played with the Moors and the Chris-
tians.

During her reign, Queen Elizabeth I
(1533-1603) faced a number of tough ad-
versaries, especially the Spanish govern-
ment, which resented England’s interfer-
ence with their slave trade. To combat
their pervasive influence, the queen or-
dered more English ships built to coun-
teract Spain’s dominance of the high seas.
But that only served to heighten tensions
between the two countries, so much so
that by the 1580s they were on the brink
of war. You know the rest. England’s
armies defeated the mighty Spanish Ar-
mada and sent the fleet limping back to
Spain. It was the defining moment of Eliz-
abeth’s sovereignty. Famously, Elizabeth
I—while reviewing troops poised to go
into battle—once said, “I know I have the
body of a weak and feeble woman, but [
have the heart and stomach of a king....”

If their reigns had overlapped, would
Elizabeth and Isabella have been en-
trenched in warfare at all? One queen co-
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